Vaccinations. Groups of 3-to 4-week-old female SPF mice (Iffa-Credo, St. Germain sur l'Arbresle, France) weighing 12 to 15 g were employed. Vaccinations consisted in three subcutaneous injections, at 1-week intervals, of 0.6 ml of the chosen vaccine, i.e., 0.5 ml of rabies vaccine and 0.1 ml of either poly A:U suspension (treated groups) or buffered saline (control groups). Stock rabies vaccine was serially diluted (1 :5 ratio) from 1:5 to 1: 3,125 in buffered saline, pH 7.5. Five groups of mice were vaccinated by these dilutions (control vaccines). Five groups were treated with the same dilutions, each containing 10 ,ug of poly A: U in a mouse dose ("10" vaccines). Five additional groups were vaccinated by these diluted rabies vaccines that contained 100 ,ug of poly A:U per mouse dose ("100" vaccines). Stability of the mixtures of poly A:U and rabies vaccines was estimated by vaccinating mice with "100" vaccines kept either at 4 C or at 37 C for 1 month. Protection thus obtained was compared to that given by mouse vaccination with liquid rabies vaccine, kept in the same time and temperature conditions and to immunization following vaccination with rabies vaccine of the same batch left in the lyophilized state until use.
Tests for appraisal of vaccine activity. One week after the third injection, protection induced by rabies vaccines, with or without poly A:U, was tested accordingly to WHO Recomendations, as based on NIH mouse potency test (4) . Results were expressed as the fraction of mice which survived in each group. These figures permitted calculation (5) of the reciprocal of that dilution of vaccine which protected 50% of the mice against 100 LD5o of CVS strain of rabies virus contained in a 0.03-ml intracerebral inoculation. CVS was a gift from T. J. Wiktor (Wistar Institute, Philadelphia, Pa). RESULTS Stimulatory effects of 10 or 100 ,g of poly A: U added to rabies vaccines. The results disclosed a stimulatory effect on anti-rabies protection following addition of poly A: U to the vaccines (Table 1) . A significant difference, at P level = 0.95, was observed between "100" vaccine and stock vaccine. After no significant difference between the "10" vaccine and the "100" vaccine. Indeed, when 10 j,g of poly A: U was added to rabies vaccines, mouse protection index was multiplied by 3.4, this mean figure being included between 1.1 and 10.
Storage of mixtures of poly A:U and rabies vaccines. After 1 month at 4 or 37 C, stock reconstituted liquid rabies vaccines alone and vaccines that contained 100 ,ug of poly A: U per mouse dose, were compared to the same batch, no. 8C 100, of vaccine that had been kept lyophilized until use ( 100 Mg of poly A:U added to rabies vaccine, and kept at 37 or 4 C for 1 month, lost most of its stimulatory activity. Nevertheless, these preliminary data appear encouraging. More tests employing poly A: U in viral vaccines, perhaps at higher concentrations than in the present work, clearly are called for.
